School B 
Background

Kooringal High School’s involvement in research began back in 2004 when Dr Joy McGregor conducted research at our school that entailed working with year 11 ancient history students. Her study involved looking closely at the way students use information sources in their assignments.

As a result of this research we, as a school, gained insights into how our students use information to complete assignments and in addition to this, we were provided with a very valuable teaching tool, Visualising Synthesis, which Dr McGregor produced as a consequence of the research and which I, as a teacher librarian use extensively to create discussion with senior students about what a good assignment might look like.
 I was pleasantly surprised to realise that while at one end of the scale there was very obviously examples of cut and paste activity amongst the students, at other end of the scale were examples of students using information effectively. It is beneficial to be able to demonstrate good practice, especially when it has been evidenced within our own school. It appears that evidence based practice closer to home certainly has more impact than that sourced from further away.
Our principal, myself and the history staff were therefore eager to participate in the ARC Effective use of information project when the opportunity presented itself. We were fortunate to be invited to participate in the project as the only NSW, country and state school.
Generating knowledge: Smart information use by secondary students
The aim of this project was firstly to gauge students understanding of plagiarism and secondly to develop strategies to help students understand and avoid plagiarising. I looked upon this as a wonderful opportunity to work with other teachers and teacher librarians, comparing what we do in our own schools with regard to guarding against plagiarism and teaching students avoidance strategies.
Our task was to devise units of work that address the issue of plagiarism, both by creating an awareness of plagiarism and providing strategies for students to use that would help them to use information more effectively. Our units were to span multiple year levels and produce a variety of strategies that would make up a toolkit.
Meetings were conducted in Melbourne to discuss possible units of work and to ensure that we were covering a variety of grades.  The research team together with representatives of the teaching teams from the four schools discussed various aspects of the research including a timeline for completing and evaluating the units. It was then time to go back to our schools to trial our units of work.
The project at Kooringal High School

At Kooringal High School our research this time involved looking at ways to teach year seven students about plagiarism and provide a strategy for them to use in order to avoid plagiarising.

The teaching team comprised of three history teachers and me as teacher librarian. Our aim was to conduct the plagiarism unit and connect it to the students’ task to research a person from the past who has contributed positively to society.

We allocated five lessons to teach the unit, the first two lessons defining plagiarism and demonstrating one strategy to avoid plagiarising; one lesson with the classroom teacher where the assignment was introduced; two workshops where the students worked in the library on their assignments.
Flow on from the research

As a result of this research initiative we have continued to teach this unit every semester, refining and adapting the unit to suit the class and to improve the unit. Specific changes as a result of ongoing evaluation have included refining the note taking sheet, adjusting the first lesson to include students working to correct an example of plagiarism and adding a lesson at the end for general and individual feedback.
Both research projects conducted at the school have had very positive consequences within the school.
The year 7 history module has provided an example of successful collaboration between the teacher librarian and the history staff.

The findings of both research projects have been used to enhance the teaching of information skills within the curriculum of the school. 
As mentioned earlier, the Visualising Synthesis is utilised in teaching strategies for senior students. All year 11 classes have a lesson that includes the Visualising Synthesis resource as a component of the lesson. As noted earlier, local research appears to have more impact and it is beneficial for the students to see assignments that pertain to students at our school.
 More recently the outcomes and recommendations put forward by Williamson, Archibald and McGregor in the article Teaching students to avoid plagiarism: a collaborative project in four Australian secondary schools have been used in a presentation to the executive of the school as evidence of the need for a whole school initiative that addresses plagiarism and focuses on teaching strategies to help students use information effectively.

One ongoing challenge is to have information literacy strategies embedded in the curriculum that would follow up the work done with the  year seven students. While teachers see the need to have students use information effectively, there is still a lack of commitment to incorporating there strategies into an already crowded curriculum. 

