History Inquiry Project; 

What caused the Break Up of the Roman Empire?
Dear Students

You are invited to investigate the reasons why the Roman Empire broke up. Many writers and historians have called this a “decline” or a “fall”, and we are asking you to form your own conclusions about what really happened. We are relying on you to create your own hypothesis and theory, just like real historians do.

This task involves 3 stages

1. You will be assigned to a small group (4) and given a single topic to investigate. You will be given a kit with instruction (attached) and you task is to assess what role your topic played in the break –up of the empire. 

a. You will create a 300 speech/presentation of your findings, 

b. You will create a visual display to go along with your speech. This will be in either Power point (no text) or Photo story

c. You will need to create a reference list of all sources used

d. You have 3 lessons to research and create your presentation 

e. Your group will receive a starters kit with books, videos, selected websites and guiding questions; you must use all types of resources before doing any further on-line research

Our topics are

· The Roman Army

· The Goths

· Roman Religions 

· The Roman way of Life and Economy

· The Emperors and Leadership

· Attila the Hun

2. Your group will make a 10-minute presentation to the class on your topic, and you will provide a copy of the text to the class for reference later on. After the presentation you will invite the class to ask questions and discuss what you have presented. This exercise of presenting is to help all of you come to understand and weight up the evidence for our major question. We will help moderate the discussion.

3. You will be asked to write a mini essay of your own in class (minimum of 300 words) on “ What in your view caused the break-up of the Roman Empire”. This is going to be in test conditions, but you are allowed to use all your notes and information. 

Remember ; There are no right or wrong answers; we are most interested in your thoughts and how you arrived at your conclusions. 
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