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	Roman Emperors


	Make your own hypothesis* on how Roman Emperors could have effected the breakup of the Roman Empire.

*A Hypothesis is a tentative explanation for a problem that can be tested by further investigation.


A Map of the Roman Empire

A map of the Roman Empire is attached to help you in your enquiry.

Guiding questions

What status and powers did Roman Emperors have? 

Were they effective rulers? 

Did they use their powers for good or evil?

Looking at the Roman Emperors, Constantine the Great (AD ca. 285 - AD 337) and Romulus Augustus (reigned from AD 475 - 476) as examples, how did they use their powers? 

Resources for Research

1 Books

Recommended books for this topic are in your kit, and are usually found on library shelves at 937.

Citation:

	Bowder, D (ed) 1980 Who was who in the Roman World, Phaidon Press Limited, Oxford, UK.
	920.037 WHO

	Corbishley, M 1989 Ancient Rome, Facts on File, New York, USA


	937 COR

	Corbishley, M 1986 The Roman World, Kingfisher Books, London UK
	937 COR


2. Videos

Recommended Videos on Marcom United Streaming. 

The Age of Constantine and the Germanic invasions

(24 minutes, 34 seconds. There are 14 segments in this video. Rather than watch the whole video you can go to the segments to work out which segment is the most relevant) The 4th century was a tumultuous and uncertain time in European history. Known as the Middle Ages, or the Dark Ages, this era was marked by a tremendous clash of political, cultural and religious ideas throughout Europe. This video presents Constantine the Great who ruled the Roman Empire -- struggling to maintain control over vast conquered territories, while barbarians infiltrated the countryside and Europe was divided into various Germanic kingdoms. 

Citation:

The Age of Constantine and the Germanic invasions . Discovery Education. unitedstreaming. Viewed 19 June 2007 <http://www.unitedstreaming.com/>
Civilizations: Abuse of Power 

(55 mins. There are 14 segments in this video) Explores the growth of the Roman Empire and how key leaders defined, used, and abused their power. Down Came the Wall—A look at the forces that led to the building of the Berlin Wall, and why it finally came down 28 years later. End of Apartheid—Explains the South African system of racial segregation called apartheid, how it affected the country, and how it was finally abolished.

Citation:

Civilizations: Abuse of Power 2005. Discovery Education. unitedstreaming. Viewed 17 April 2007 <http://www.unitedstreaming.com/> 

3. Images
Electronic images can be easily obtained via Google image search on Constantine and Romulus Augustus

4. Websites

General background information on Roman Emperors and their power

Search Britannica Online to obtain background information on the Roman Emperors generally and also biographical overviews of each Emperors. This resource includes information on both Constantine and Romulus Augustus and all other Emperors.

http://school.eb.com.au/
Chronology of the Roman Emperors listing names and dates of Emperors.

http://www.roman-empire.net/diverse/chronicle-emps.html
Essay from Wikipedia that lists the history and powers of the office of Roman Emperors.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Emperor
Search the World Book Online for additional information.

 http://www.worldbookonline.com/wb/Home
Constantine AD ca. 285 - AD 337
An online encyclopedia of Roman Emperors. Links to a biographical overview on Constantine.

http://www.roman-empire.net/decline/constantine-index.html
Detailed information on the life, reign and times of Constantine.

http://www.roman-emperors.org/nero.htm
Romulus Augustus reign AD 475-476
An online encyclopedia of Roman Emperors. Links to a biographical overview on Romulus Augustus.

http://www.roman-empire.net/collapse/romulus-index.html
Detailed information on the life, reign and times of Romulus Augustus.

http://www.roman-emperors.org/auggiero.htm
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