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Year 7 Information Skills – Effective use of information
Interview with a person from the past

Purpose of module

· To develop an awareness and understanding of plagiarism
· Teach students to use note taking strategies in order to avoid plagiarising
Assessment outcome

· 4.8 Locates, selects and organises relevant information from a number of sources, including ICT, to conduct historical research.
Organisation

Teacher librarian will work with the three year 7 history teachers to help students gain an understanding of what plagiarism is and how to avoid it. They will use their note taking skills to gather information and complete their assignment which is to construct an interview with a person from the past.

The classroom teachers will introduce the assignment to their classes, setting out the requirements.

The teacher librarian will be responsible for first two lessons in the module, i.e. what is plagiarism and avoiding plagiarism.

Both teacher and teacher librarian will be involved in the workshop lesson.

.

Teachers and classes: 7I – Maryanne Brennan

                                   7G – Christie Scoble

                                   7O – Robert Montgomery

                                   Teacher Librarian – Narelle Forsyth
Lessons

Lesson 1: What is plagiarism?

Lesson 2: Avoiding plagiarism – note taking using dot points and summarising.

Lesson 3 / 4: Workshops – students make their own notes from sources they have located, use their notes to construct a written piece and then use the information to compile their interview.

Lesson 1: What is Plagiarism?
Write the word plagiarism on the board and ask students to work individually to write down their understanding of what plagiarism is. Once this is done ask students to discuss their understandings with their table group. Then ask a spokesperson from each group to report back to the whole class.

(A5 sized card for students to write on)
Show an example of work that is plagiarised. Discuss why it is plagiarised.

(Mother Teresa extract, written response taken word for word from the extract)
Display Amow’s definition and ask students to write it down. Read out Sybra Sign’s definition and point out the similarities.  

Resources:

Definitions of plagiarism

Overhead transparencies – Mother Teresa extract, written response.

A5 sized card

Lesson 2: Avoiding plagiarism – effective note taking

Discuss the reasons why people plagiarise and tell students why it is important that they avoid it, i.e. it’s dishonest, it’s illegal and it’s unfair to you because you don’t gain the skills you need to be an effective information learner and you miss the opportunity to learn.

2 note taking strategies

Dot point form

(Give students an information source from the internet with lots of facts in it and note taking pro-forma sheet)

Demonstrate using dot points for the first part of the article stressing the need to be very brief and to abbreviate. Next ask the students to continue using the dot point notes for the rest of the article. They also need to write down any words and phrases that are unfamiliar to them.

Discuss student’s work and address any problems/ confusion. Show students the internet address at the bottom of the page and tell them it will need to be put into their bibliographies.

Impressions /ideas summary notes

(Give students an information source from a book that has more in-depth informationand note taking pro-forma.)
Ask students to read the entire article and then, without looking back at the article, write their thoughts on what might be useful, what was interesting, and what they would like to find out more about. They may start their writing with I think….. Listen to student responses. Show students the bibliographic information that will be needed for their bibliographies on the pro-forma. 
Lessons 3 &4: Workshops
Organisation – teacher and teacher librarian will work with individuals and small groups, helping them to locate suitable sources and to complete their note taking tasks.

Lesson 3: Note taking
Students will locate information on their selected person either from the internet or a book in the library. They will print of a copy of their selected information.

Using the note taking pro-forma students will write down the bibliographic information and then take notes from their sources. Once the students have completed their notes they will locate information from a different source and repeat the note taking exercise. All students will end up with at least two sources. 

Lesson 4: Half page written piece

Students will use the notes made in Lesson 3 to create their own written piece. It will be about half a page.

Resources:

Note taking pro-formas

Lined paper

Yr 7 History    Date Due 16/3/07 
Interview with a Person from the past.
Overview of Assignment 

Write a script of an interview with a Person who made positive contributions to a society. This is a person of your choosing.  
Your questions to and responses from the person should involve such things as:
1. Background - Time in history, Birth date, Place of birth or nationality, early family life etc
2. Influences in their life - Inspiration, education, happenings during their lifetime, motivation
3. Concerns – problems she/he was trying to change in her/his world, struggles etc
4. Contributions - What he/she has done to change the World for the better? In what ways has he/she influenced other people? What achievements? etc
5. Ending - How he/she died? Was the death significant?
6. Effectiveness - What effect does he/she hope he/she had on the modern World? How would he/she like to be remembered? etc
7. Include a picture of the Person or a place or a building named after them

LENGTH - You should have a minimum of 10 questions and a maximum of 20 questions. Your interview should be approximately 800 words in length.

* All responses by the person should be drawn from research and facts about their life and your research notes must be handed in.
* A bibliography of all resources should be included.
Step 1 - Library Research Task

You will research a person from the past who made a positive contribution to society. The person is your own choice but make sure you check with your teacher to ensure it meets the guidelines. 

You will be having four lessons in the library where you will learn to make notes using dot-points. You will then re-construct these dot-points into a paragraph of about 200 words, which could be the basis for some interview questions. This counts towards your final mark. ( /5 )
Information can be collected under the following topics

1. COUNTRY in which the person lived and TIME in HISTORY
2. DATE and PLACE of BIRTH
3. IMPORTANT EVENTS and INFLUENCES in the life of this person e.g. family, work, journeys etc
4. STRUGGLES or PROBLEMS and CONTRIBUTIONS of this person.

5. DATE and PLACE of DEATH - HOW he/she died?
6. REASONS which SHOWS WHY he/she is REMEMBERED
7. Find a PICTURE of the PERSON or a PLACE or BUILDING or STATUE named after him/her
8. Any OTHER INFORMATION that you think will be relevant for you interview script

 Step 2 – Write Interview Script
Use your research notes to make an Interview script with the person. Although you will use some imagination for this task, marks will be awarded for evidence of your research in the questions and responses in your interview script. 

Step 3 - Add a Bibliography
* Make sure you collect the name of the author, title, place of publication, publisher and date of publication of each book, website etc that you use. Refer to your diary or the School librarian for information on the correct format for a bibliography at this school. 

Locating Information
* To locate resources look in the computer catalogue in the library

* When using the Encyclopedias look under either the surname of the person you have chosen

Internet Links

· The internet is a useful research tool but be aware that you need to check out the validity of the site. Do not just rely on the internet for your research. You must use books as well.

Assessment outcomes.

4.4 Identifies major periods of historical time and sequences people and events within specific periods of time.

4.8 Locates, selects and organizes relevant information from a numbe of sources, including ICT, to conduct basic historical research.

4.10 Selects and uses appropriate written forms to communicate effectively about the past.

YOU MUST INCLUDE AND HAND IN YOUR RESEARCH NOTES. 

PARENT/CARER SIGNATURE TO INDICATE THEY ARE AWARE YOU HAVE 

RECEIVED THIS ASSIGNMENT.      _________________________
Note taking sheet
Your name:                                                                                        Date: ___________________                                     
	Topic
	

	Source 

(title, author, date, URL etc)
	

	Dot points
	

	Unknown words/ phrases
	

	Ideas 

(record here your ideas and reactions to the information; opinions; further information needed)
	


 Evaluation of the effectiveness of the model
Following the implementation of our plagiarism unit with the three year 7 classes we were able to assess the effectiveness of our lessons in a number of ways. We collected and evaluated the quality of the dot point notes the students had made during the workshop session. We surveyed all students and teachers involved in the lessons and the teachers met to discuss the survey findings. As we have the opportunity to run this unit in term 3 with the other year 7 classes we discussed ways to improve the lessons.

Findings:
· The length of time between lessons was a problem – students were coming to the third lesson without their information on their selected person and some students, having been given the assignment, got in and completed it before the lessons were conducted.

· Students were not expecting to think for themselves – having modelled the note taking strategy on the board students were hesitant to use the strategy to continue with taking notes and expected to just keep copying from the board.

· There was wide variation in the abilities of the three classes. The survey responses revealed that the top class managed very well and saw no need to have two teachers present while the other two classes really appreciated having the support of the extra teacher.

· We felt that there was little evidence that the note taking strategy had been used to complete the assignment.

· The surveys indicated that the students have a very good understanding of what constitutes plagiarism and the need to avoid it. We will need to build on our initial teaching in order to ensure the students continue to develop their skills in note taking.

Term three changes:
In order to address the shortcomings of the initial unit we have made some changes to the structure, teaching and assessment of the unit.

· The unit will be taught to one group at a time, thus ensuring that the lessons are closer together and more connected. The assignment will be handed out later so that students will still be at the information gathering stage.

· Students will be asked in the workshop stage to not only produce dot point information but to then use their notes to reconstruct their notes into a half page written piece. The finished piece, along with the dot points, will be handed in for marking as part of the assignment.

· Four lessons will be allocated for the teaching of the unit. This will allow flexibility in the workshop sessions of teaching note taking skills. More able students will use the time to further research their assignments in the library while less able students will be supported in their note taking.

· Rather than asking the students to set out their notes on plain paper we will produce a pro-forma sheet to help students organise their information.

· All teachers of the classes being taught need to be involved in the planning of the lessons – this should not be a problem as the same teachers will be teaching the next lot of classes. 
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